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Description
This course is aimed at organic farmers, market/community/home gardeners who are interested in learning how to save vegetable seed organically for themselves, their community or as an enterprise. It consists of 9 in person modules over 2 years and is further supported by a once a month 1 hour online meeting and an online learning platform.    
Of the 9 modules, 6 are held at Seed Savers Association and consist of a combination of classroom based theory, practical demonstrations and advice on how to save seed successfully in the Irish climate. The remaining 3 modules consist of site visits to a contract seed grower, a seed company and a public market garden which also focuses on growing seed. These field trips allow participants to experience different scales of operation and perspectives on seed saving, while facilitating specific discussions and demonstrations relevant to the time of year and specific context.
The monthly 1-hour online group meetings are tailored to supporting participants with their own seed saving at home throughout the course and consolidating their knowledge of taxonomy, while the online platform contains all class content, useful links, further reading and is linked to an international community of organic seed related activities.

Course Objective
This course aims to equip participants with the knowledge, skills, competence and confidence to plan for and successfully save high quality seed from a range of open pollinated horticultural crops. Participants can sell their biennial seed crop to ISSA on completion of year 2 if they so wish (on condition that all quality standards have been met).

Course Aims
To provide participants with an understanding of the evolution and development of seed saving through history to the present.
To provide participants with an understanding of plant physiology, taxonomy, flower morphology, pollination and fertilization in order to be able to correctly plan and successfully grow a range of open pollinated seed crops.
To equip participants with the understanding of the important quality measures to be implemented at each phase of the seed growing cycle.
For participants to carry out and gain important practical experience in plant selection, and the harvesting, processing, drying and storing of seed.    
To allow participants to see different scales and approaches to seed saving through field trips.
To support participants in successfully growing their own annual, overwintering-annual and biennial seed crops.

Course Requirements: Land available to grow + commitment to all 9 modules over the 2 years.

Course Modules and Timeline
Length of CPD: 58.5 hours (nine full day workshops)
This course consists of nine modules, taught over nine full days over 2 years. 
Course Locations:  
Irish Seed Savers Association, Capparoe, Scariff, Co. Clare (modules 1-3,5,6,9)                                 
Leen Organics, Rathclooney, Co. Clare, V95 W426 (module 4)					       
3rd location to be confirmed (module 7)
Brown Envelope Seeds, Ardagh, Church Cross, Co. Cork (module 8)
Start and Finish Time: 10.00am - 4.30pm
Number of participants: 12 - 15
Total cost: €1600 - 35% off through NOTS = €1040. An extra 10% off is granted if 2 years paid in full at time of booking. Payment plan also available. 
Lunch not provided please bring your own packed lunch (Tea & Coffee provided)

Dates in 2023/24
· Jan 14th Module 1
· March 4th Module 2
· July 15th Module 3
· Sept 2nd Module 4
· Sept 30th Module 5
· Nov 4th Module 6
· June 8th Module 7 (2024)
· Aug 10th Module 8 (2024)
· Oct 5th Module 9 (2024)













Course Module Details:
Module 1: January
· Introduction to seed saving for food through history 
· Introduction to the work of Irish Seed Savers and the history of seed banking
· Flower morphology – understanding all the different structures of a flower
· Pollination – how it happens and its impact on planning for seed saving
· Taxonomy of vegetable crops – the different families, genus, species and varieties
· The biennial life cycle – how to save seed from biennial plants
· Overview of the full seed growing and saving cycle and important quality measures throughout
· Participants choose an annual crop to grow at home for the course
· Tour of Seed Savers

Module 2: March
· Fertilisation – pollen germination and tube growth. Ovule and embryo development 
· Genetics – of Inbreeding and Outbreeding open pollinated crops   
· Climatic zones of crops – to understand conditions needed for successful seed production
· Seed Cycle Wheel - Sowing, Transplanting, Growing and Seed set, and the important quality measures associated with each of these steps 
· Practical session in the propagation tunnel – choosing and sowing seeds. Selection of seedlings and transplanting. 
· Looking at second year biennial transplants in the garden

Module 3: July
· Seed Cycle Wheel - Review Seed Set and look at crops setting seed in the garden. Theory on the Harvesting and Processing phases of the seed cycle.
· Look at annual and biennial crops going to seed around the gardens
· Tour of the processing facilities in Seed Savers 
· Harvesting and Processing of a dry seeded crop 
· Harvesting and Processing of a wet seeded crop
· Participants choose a biennial and over wintering annual crop to grow at home for the course

Module 4: September (first field trip, Leen Organics Co. Clare)
· Tour of Leen Organics contract seed growing enterprise
· Firsthand account by Jason Horner of 10 years of growing seed while being a market gardener
· Firsthand account By Jason Horner of transitioning to solely contract seed growing
· Discussion of financial and practical realities of seed growing in Ireland
· Demonstration of crossing tomatoes for breeding
· Review of participants seed crops to date
· Looking at processing, drying from a contractors perspective
Module 5: October 
· Seed Cycle Wheel – Drying and Storing theory and the important quality measures associated with each of these steps
· Looking at seeds of various genera under the microscope 
· More practical experience and demonstrations of processing different seeds
· Tour of Drying and Storing facilities
Module 6: November 
· Seed Cycle Wheel – Review and expansion on the full Seed to Seed cycle and related  quality measures to consider for each phase 
· Germination testing – why and how to do it, practical demonstration 
· Looking at seed borne diseases
· Practical experience of harvesting, selecting and preparing a biennial crop at the end of its first year and transplanting it for seed production in its second year
Module 7: June year 2 (second field trip - TBC) 
· Tour of gardens 
· Firsthand account by relevant gardener
· Discussion on the differences in saving seed in a different climate than county Clare
· Demonstration of crossing peas for breeding
· Discussion on pest and disease management in seed production
· Discussion on the use of green manures in seed production 


Module 8: August year 2 (third field trip, Brown Envelope Seeds, Ardagh, Church Cross, Co. Cork)
· Tour of Brown Envelope Seeds farm, garden and woodland
· Firsthand account by Madeleine McKeever of starting up of a seed company
· Tour of drying, packaging and dispatch facilities
· Discussion on seed sales within Ireland and contract seed growing 
· Introduction and discussion on Seedie.ie (seed sellers platform)
· Bring and share Tomato tasting 
· Demonstration of crossing tomatoes for breeding 

Module 9: October year 2 
· Introduction to registering as a vegetable and seed grower in Ireland
· Introduction to seed marketing laws in Europe and the new Organic Heterogeneous Material regulation
· Introduction to the Open Source Seed Initiative
· Presentation by each participant of a seed crop saved during the course
· Evaluation and review of the course  
· [bookmark: _Hlk70590212]Celebrating the completion of the course
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Dates for 2023/24 modules and 1 hour Zoom Meetings (Mondays 18.00 – 19.00)

2023
· Jan 14th Module 1
· Feb 6th Zoom (Fabaceae)
· March 4th  Module 2
· Apr 3rd  Zoom (Solanaceae)
· May 8th Zoom (Cucurbitaceae)
· June 12th Zoom (Brassicaceae)
· July 15th Module 3
· Aug 14th Zoom (Brassicaceae)
· Sept 2nd Module 4
· Sept 30th Module 5
· Nov 4th Module 6
· Dec 4th Zoom (Asteraceae)

2024
· Jan 8th Zoom (Apiaceae)
· Feb 5th Zoom (Amaranthaceae)
· March 4th Zoom (Alliaceae)
· April 1st Zoom (Poaceae)
· May 6th Zoom (TBC)
· June 8th Module 7
· July 1st Zoom (TBC)
· Aug 10th Module 8
· Sept 2nd Zoom (TBC)
· Oct 5th Module 9
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